ig 
. 











Che Christian Wweraly, 


Vor. IX. Satrurpay, June 15, 1822. No. III, 











PRiscellany. 


For the Christian Herald. 


THE FIRE ALARM. 
Part Il._—The Watchmen. 


Tue first thing I notice in the Watchmen, whose duty it is to give 
the Alarm, is their vigilance and fidelity: they constantly keep a 
scrutinizing eye over their own district, and are frequently giving 
signals by which to know if others are also faithful. Should they 
sleep, or betray their trust, they would lose their places, credit and 
character as good watchmen. They cannot be flattered from their 
duty, nor hired to betray. 

Now compare all this with the professed ministers of Christ. They 
are watchmen: and the Lord of the flock says to every one of them; 
‘¢ Son of man, I have set thee a watchman unto the house of Israel.” 
And what is their duty as watchmen? ‘* Thou shalt hear the word 
at my mouth, and give them warning from me. When I say unto the 
wicked, O wicked man, thou shalt surely die ; if thou dost not speak 
to warn the wicked from his way, that wicked man shall die in his 
iniquity ; but his blood will I require at thine hand.” (Ezek. xxxii. 
7,8.) When they neglect their duty and become unfaithfu!, God 
says to them, ‘* Wo be tothe shepherds that feed themselves !”—** Ye 
feed not the flock,’’—‘‘ the diseased have ye not strengthened, neither 
have ye healed that which was sick, neither have ye bound up the 
broken, neither have ye brought again that which was driven away, 
neither have ye sought that which was lost.””’—‘‘ My flock is scattered 
upon all the earth, and is; become a prey to every beast of the field :” 
** therefore, behold I am against the shepherds, and I will require my 
flock at their hands, and they shall cease from feeding the flock.” (Eze. 
xxxiv. 2—6, 9, 10.) When they become avaricious of worldly gain 
or splendour, and slumber over the sins and stupidity of their flocks, 
God then speaks to his people, concerning them, saying, ‘‘ His watch- 
menare blind ; they are all ignorant, they are all dumb dogs, they can- 
not bark; sleeping,”’ (or as it is in the margin ‘ dreaming, or talking 
in their sleep,’ which needs no comment when compared with much 
that is called preaching in the present day) ‘lying down, loving to 


slumber. Yea, they are greedy dogs which cannot have enougb, and 
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they are shepherds that cannot understand: they all look to thei: 
own nt every one for his gain from his quarter.”” (Isaiah, lvi. 
10, 11. 

These show that God sees awful wickedness in his watchmen ; and 
that there is reason to fear many who profess to preach the Gospel of 
Christ, will, at the last day, know by dreadful experience what that 
meaneth, ‘* His blood will | require at thine hand!” They will say, 
** we have prophesied in thy name,” but will receive in reply, ‘‘{ 
never knew you, depart from me ye that work iniquity.”’ (Matt. vi. 
22, 23.) Thus they will lose their post, character and souls to- 

ether. And thus it is that the spiritual may learn an important lesson 
rom the natural watchman. 

The second thing I observe in the watchmen, is their apparent 
rudeness and inattention to the rules of politeness. They knock at 
every door with their watch club indiscriminately wherever they go. 
The rich and the great must be disturbed by them, and they never 
ask nor think whether it is fashionable or polite ; nor whether they 
shall please or displease ; but with a tone that thrills through the soul 
they cry fire! fire! fire!! withoutnote orcomment. From thisscene 
my mind was tnrned to the soft and flowing language, to the smooth turn- 
ed periods, and tothe charming rhetorical figures introduced, and which 
are so abundant in many things which are called Gospel sermons! I 
could not but contrast it with many of Zion’s watchmen, who palliate 
the sins of the great, the rich, and the “ oppressions of suffering hu- 
manity,”’ and with those who conceal every offensive part of the alarm 
which they are commanded to give, so that they may gain the applause 
and good will of dying man. The pretty moral dissertations which are 
so abundant at this day in the form of, and by many called sermons, and 
which are designed to meet the demand of the alarm which they are 
commanded to give, but poorly accords with the character of the 
watchman. In these cases there is no distinctness in the sound, and 
consequently no alarm is taken. ‘There is nothing in all this, and 
there is little in our world which in the watchmen of Zion will com- 
pare with the apparent rudeness of the natural watchman. Why is not 
the alarm of hell fire given with the same vigilance, fidelity and clear- 
ness, and with the same indiscriminateness as the common fire alarm ? 
But for the reason that in the one case it is believed by the watch- 
man, andin the other itis not. I could not but think of the fact, that if 
the watchmen in our great cities were as indifferent, fand as indistinct 
in their alarm of fire, as are many of the ministers in those cities, 
about God’s alarm of hell fire, and the damnation of hell, which they 
are commanded to impress on every mind by God’s most high and holy 
authority, they would, by the same populace who pamper the lying 
prophet, be driven from their employment, and from the confidence 
of human society. When the minister, therefore, thinks in his own 
heart, that in speaking to men about religion he must not be rude, let 
him, for example, look at the watchmen in the streets of his city, and 
at the day of his final adjudication, and then, as he is a watchman for 
God and for souls, let him determine what he will do. The third 
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The Fire Alarm. 67 
thought connected with the watchmen was their perseverance. They 
cease not from their cry until all are awake to the alarm, and engaged 
to stop the threatening evil, or until the danger be over. If there be 
not a moving at once, they repeat the call, with a more piercing cry, 
and run from place to place, till the desired object be gained. This, 
thought 1, is a very good lesson for the watchmen of Zion, if they 
wish men to awake to the subject of their fire alarm. They have, 
indeed, a more powerful appeal, because whenever the fire, of which 
they are to give the alarm, is kindled upon the soul, it will burn upon 
it, and never be quenched. ‘This constancy and perseverance in the 
alarm, is a character which God expects his watchmen to maintain ; 
for he says to his Church, ‘‘1 have set watchmen upon thy walls, O 
Jerusalem, which shall never hold their peace day nor night ;”” (Isa. 
Ixii. 6.) but which shall always and perseveringly give the alarm, 
and pray God to save, for his mercy’ssake. But instead of imitating 
the natural watchman in this thing, what coldness is often manifested 
in them ; with what reluctance and indifference they often speak of 
the things which concern the soul’s immortal interest. They very 
seldom give the alarm so that it is felt; they hardly speak of danger 
at all, and when they do, it is often presented in such a light that few 
believe there is any. If they incautiously speak of the damnation of 
hell, and the danger of hell fire, they will often, and almost with the 
same breath, apologize to their refined hearers for this plainness, 
and seem to regret that they have thus rudely disturbed their tender 
and delicate feetings, with such harsh language. Others speak of the 
danger of the wicked with such unfeeling indifference, that it is mani- 
fest to all that he does not feel it to be real ; and the consequence is, that 
many do not believe there is any danger, and so sin on with both hands 
constantly. The voice of the truly faithful watchman (if such an one 
can be found) is not believed ; and the alarm of hell fire is made the 
subject of sport and ridicule at the corner of every street, and all 
because there is inconsistency and infidelity in the watchmen of Zion. 

The last thought connected with the watchmen, was their reward. 
This I find to be seventy-five cents, or at most one dollaranight. This, 
connected with the desire of maintaining their reputation in the world, 
constitutes every earthly motive which stimulates them’ to all their 
vigilance and fidelity as watchmen ; and these are sufficient to induce 
them to be deprived of rest and sleep, when in many instances they 
are necessary for the body. 

What a difference between this and the reward of Zion’s watch- 
men. The master whom they serve, has not sent them to the war- 
fare at their own charges, nor given them the promise of temporal 
rewards simply. If crowns and kingdoms of this world were pro- 
mised, they would be nothing in comparison with the reward which 
is actually holden out to them. One of them, under the inspiration 
of his divine Leader, says, “there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me at 
that day ; and not to me only, but unto all them that love his appear- 

ing.” (2 Tim. iv. 8.) God also says by the prophet, to stimulate his 








ae ee 


a 


68 The Fire Alarm. 


watchmen to greater zeal and faithfulness in his word, ‘‘ They that 
turn many to righteousness, shall shine as the stars for ever and ever.”’ 
(Dan. xii. 3.) ‘ Are they persecuted for their faithfulness? Christ 
says to them, ‘‘ Rejoice ye—and leap for joy ; for, behold, your re- 
ward is great in heaven: for in like manner did their fathers unto the 
prophets.” (Luke, vi. 23.) This reward in heaven, this crown of 
righteousness, is given as a reward for turning many to righteousness. 
This turning men to righteousness is the same as to rescue them from 
fire : hence they are said to be saved by fear on the part of their de- 
liverer, who pulls them out of the fire! (Jude, 23.) What a vast 
disproportion in the motives holden out to the watchmen of the 
city, and the watchmen of Zion? and almost as much disproportion 
in their fidelity as in their motives. While Zion’s watchmen have 
infinitely the advantage as to their reward, if faithful, the city watch- 
men have nearly the same advantage over the other in their faithful- 
ness in cases of danger and alarm. O! why this inattention to eter- 
nal things? Why will not the promise of a reward in heaven, or the 
fear of punishment in hell, stimulate to more activity, faithfulness, and 
zeal in the watchmen of Zion? Is the declaration believed by them, 
either in regard to the blessing or the curse? Why then so little la- 
bour in any case for the souls of men? why so little feeling in the 
pretended alarm given, and why so much more zeal and labour for a 
name, a party, or asect, than to turn men to God by constantly press- 
ing them with their danger? Whyso much more care to make ca- 
tholic heads than holy hearts, so long as the orthodoxy of a devil does 
not in the least mitigate the pains of his damnation? Oh how richly 
do they deserve damnation, on whom the motives of a crown of glo 

will have no influence to deter from disobedience, and stimulaté to all 
activity and zeal in the cause of God, and the souls of dying sinners! 
Dear reader, hast thou observed the unfaithfulness of Zion’s watch- 
men, and blessed thyself that their pretensions to alarm and danger 
coming on the soul were visions of the night, and thus taken the oc- 
casion to indulge thy soul in sin, and contempt of God and his religion ? 
Let this timely warning bring thee to a pause, and let the thought 
press upon thy soul, that hell, even with unfaithful watchmen, will be 
more intolerable to thee as thou hast seen thy danger in their folly, 
and hast not provided for thyself a safe retreat. Or, is thy soul pain- 
ed within thee at the watchmen’s unconcern? O bestir thyself then, 
and call thy watchmen to their duty and their danger: and mingle all 
thine efforts with strong and unceasing prayer to God, that he would 
send down his Spirit to save a sinking, dying world. Art thou thyself 
a watchman? And is the watchman of thy city no reproof to thee ? 
Has God’s alarm been faithfully and fearlessly given by thee to every 
soul, and in every place where thou hast had thy station? Will no soul 
in the judgment rise and curse thee, that thou didst not faithfully warn 
him of the danger of hell fire?« O arise! be a watchman indeed ; 
that when the Lord shall come he may bless thee with ‘‘ well done, 
good and faithful servant,” and that thy soul may for ever rejoice 
among the many sons of the Highest! 
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Reply to “ L. FP.” on™ the Prayer of Faith.” 


For the Christian Herald. 


REPLY TO “L. F.” ON “THE PRAYER OF FAITH.” 


Tue following remarks are designed to correct an erroneous senti- 
ment, calculated to mislead those that are not accustomed to much re- 
flection upon the nature and duty of prayer, and are not well grounded 
in the faith, which appeared in “The Christian Herald of 19th Jan. 
1822,” entitled, * The Prayer of Faith.” ‘The author advances the 
doctrine that the Prayer of Faith means, that Christians when they 
convene for social worship must believe that whatever they pray for 
will absolutely come to pass; this he calls the Prayer of Faith; than 
which nothing-can be farther from Scripture. It certainly has no more 
connexion with the Prayer of Faith than it has with the creation of the 
world. Surely no one can pray the prayer of faith, but those that have 
faith. I will in a few words define what I consider saving evangelical 
faith. First, no person ever did, or ever will believe, in the Saviour, 
but those that are made sensible that they stand in need of Him. A sin- 
ner must be convinced by the Holy Spirit, that he is a depraved, guilty 
creature ; not only so, but entirely helpless: and as faith is the gift of 
Gop, he must be made willing to accept of salvation as a free gift; all 
that pray under such exercises, pray the prayer of faith, whether what 
they pray for is answered in the way they ask or not. St. Paul prayed 
the prayer of faith when he thrice besought the Lord to remove the 
thorn in his flesh. My grace is sufficient for thee, was the answer. 
Prayer is appointed for our benefit, and to convey the blessings Gop 
designs to give, and Gop always gives his people hearts to pray for what 
he designs to bestow; unreserved submission to infinite wisdom cer- 
tainly becomes all creatures. We should pray for what appears desir- 
able to us, provided only it seem good in the sight of God. Indeed, in 
regard to things expressly revealed to be the diving will, there is no room 
for such a proviso or submission. In our desires and prayers for saving 
grace, for personal holiness and heavenly happiness we need not express 
a willingness to be denied, if it be the will of Gop, because we know 
itis not. We know, that those who hunger and thirst after righteousness 
shall be filled; and that to the poor in spirit, it is the Father’s good 
pleasure to give the kingdom of heaven. When therefore we have this 
spirit, and sincerely desire these blessings, we may ask for them without 
reserve. God has promised that his gospel shall spread, and the Saviour 
be known and worshipped throughout the world. But let us fix a defi- 
nite time, and we must at once perceive the absurdity. Gop has not 
revealed to any creature who he intends to regenerate ; and therefcre to 
pray for an individual, and believe that because we pray for him his con- 
version will absolutely take place, is presumption, is arrogance. Gop 
is rolling on his purposes, the time is apparently not far distant to favour 
Zion. He has stirred up his people to unite in prayer for the spread of 
the Gospel, and we have reason to believe he is on the way to bless the 
nations and to enlighten the dark corners of the earth. Did not Luther, 
Calvin, Knox, Brainerd and Elliot, and all the Christians at and since 
the reformation, pray as fervently and with as much importunity for the 
outpouring of the Spirit and spread of the gospel as modern Christians > 





vou _ Peggy and the One Pound Note. 


Why was not their prayers answered? Because the Lorp’s time had not 
come. Scripture is produced to prove the sentiment. “ If ye shall ask 
any thing in my name, J will do it, &c. &.” texts that have a parti- 
cular reference to the age of miracles. For a confirmation of this read 
the promise, “ He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do 
also; and greater works than these shall he do, because I go tothe Fa- 
ther.” Who can believe that those promises are applicable to our day. 
The Christian world has been at much expense and labour to send the 
Bible and light of the gospel to the dark corners of the earth. If the 
sentiment with respect to the prayer of faith, as stated in the Herald, 
alluded to, is correct, all future expense and labour may be saved. It 
‘oust be confessed by all correct Christians, that with the great Jehovah, 
the conversion of a nation or island of savages can be accomplished 
with as much ease as an individual. The fact is, the purposes of Jeho- 
vah are fixed ; nothing can be added to them or taken fromthem. The 
means to accomplish those purposes are also appointed, and he will not 
be disappointed to find at last that matters have turned out contrary to 
his expectations. His plans have all been laid in wisdom, and have 
been and will be executed by Almighty power, exactly agreeable to the 
council of his own will. Repeated prayer of the Church cannot for- 
ward the purposes of Jehovah one hour, no, not a moment into being 
sooner than he designed. It may then be asked, what end will prayer 
answer. Gop has informed us that he intends to bless his Church only 
in one way, the use of means of his appointing; and not a blessing 
comes to the Church, but it comes in answer to the prayers of his peo- 
ple; but not for their prayers. 


N. J. 


_—_——_—— 


PEGGY AND THE ONE POUND NOTE. 


Tue following letter (says the Evangelical Magazine) was recently addressed 
to one of the secretaries of the Irish Society, by a much respected minister, a 
friend and member of the Society, in the neighbourhood of London. It is here 
inserted, as furnishing an illustration of the interesting features of the Irish cha- 
racter, sanctified and regulated by religion,—as authorizing the hope of that en- 
larged liberality and energy the cause of evangelization may ultimately receive 
from the Irish themselves, in proportion as the principles and blessings of the Gos- 
pel may become felt among them—and as affording a powerful incitement for 
more extended liberality, to all the friends of this sacred cause, that poor Ireland 
may have the blessings of the Gospel ministry. 


** My dear Sir.—I enclose you a one pound note, which was some 
time ago put into my hand by a poor woman, under the following cir- 
cumstances :—Her name was Peggy: she had been consigned by her 
dying mother in Ireland to the care of an individual, who brought her 
up as her servant, bestowing upon her only her clothes and food as 
her wages. Her residence at this place led to Peggy’s attendance on 
the ministry of the Gospel. It met, in her case with a heart prepar- 
ed by divine influence to receive it ; she imbibed it as the thirsty 
earth the shower. Her appearance became altered, and her whole 
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demeanour highly improved, Her mistress, finding her services in- 
creasingly valuable, and fearing that the temptation to high wages 
might eflect a separation, proflered, of her own accord, to give her 
a small yearly salary. For this she was truly thankful, and some 
months having elapsed, she came to me one evening after the service, 
apparently with great joy, and slipped a piece of paper into my hand— 
it was a one pound note. ‘‘ Peggy,” satd I, ‘ what is this?’ ‘* Your 
Reverence,”’ said she, ‘‘it is the first pound that I could ever call my 
own since I was born. And what will Ido with it? Ah! will I forget 
my country ?—No :—it is for poor Ireland—it is for my countrymen to 
have the blessed, blessed Gospel preached to them.”’ I admired her dis- 
interestedness, but thought the sacrifice too great, as I knew she must 
want such a sum for very important purposes, ‘‘ Peggy,” said I, 
‘* it is too much for you to give, 1 cannot take it.” ‘‘ Oh, your Rever- 
ence,” she replied, with her characteristic energy, ‘‘ if you refuse at I 
would not sleep for a fortnight :”? and she went away, leaving the 
money in my hand, and exclaiming, ‘‘ God bless my poor country with 
the ministry of the Gospel.”’ 

How much does her liberality outshine that of others! Who has 
not found the first possession of money bring with it a temptation to 
avarice? Who ever gave his first pound to charity ?—It was what 
she had been wishing for, for some years ; it was her all, when she 
obtained it ; yet with a joy far greater than that which accrued from 
its possession, she delivered it up for the spread of the Gospel in her 
own country! Nor is this the first time that 1 have seen instances of 
generosity amongst the poor, that might make a rich man blush.” 
Yours, &c. J, “Ets 


Review. 


Tue Duties of THE WaTcHMEN UPON THE WALLS oF Zion: 4 
Sermon preached before the Synod,* at Galway, Feb. 13, 1822. Also, 
An Appness, delivered to the Students of Theology, at the Seminary, 
in the city of New-York, at the close of the Session, in 1820. By 
AvexanpeR Provuprit, D. D. Salem, N. ¥Y.—H. Dodd & Co. 
1822. pp. 36, 8vo. 


Tue author of this Sermon and Address, is well known to the 
Christian public. . With a disadvantageous delivery, he is an excellent 
preacher, and even more eloquent than many men with fine voices. 
We have no patience with the taste, and no very high epinion of the 
piety of those persons who cannot bear to hear Dr.-Proudfit. We 
are happy, however, to acknowledge, that these who are for ever 
showing their want of piety and taste, by preferring a gaudy and 
showy exterior, to solid, manly and efficient eloquence, atone for 
their folly by their fickleness—and after glittering in the glare of 
successive meteors, settle at last into admiration of those steady lights 
which shine brighter and brighter as they burn. 

It is a remarkable fact, that those young men, whose exterior has 
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commanded the applause of the unthinking and ill-judging majority, 
and who for “ nine days” at least, have been thought the wonders of 
the age, have not generally proved, e‘ther the most useful, the most 
eloquent, or the most celebrated. How far unthinking applause, be- 
stowed upon the exterior, may have prevented the developement and 
growth of the inner man, is well worthy of consideration. 

We do not mean to intimate that voice and manner are to be de- 
spised. We are not indeed quite converts to the ancient doctrine of 
Demosthenes, that delivery is the first, second, and third thing in elo- 
quence, and believe that Demosthenes would have retracted, if he 
had been witness to the flippant speech and unmeaning gesticulation, 
perhaps displayed most, and most applauded, in the most sacred of all 
places, in the most responsible of all professions. We always are 
pained, when we hear it said, that a poor sermon well delivered is 
better than a good one delivered badly. For we will ever aver, that 
thought is a nobler article than any modifications of sound and gesture ; 
that mind, only, can acquire and hold dominion over mind ; and that 
truth only is the ‘‘ sword of the spirit.” 

We are far, however, from admitting, that those men, especially 
those young men, have the best delivery, whose oratory receives the 
honours of temporary applause, and often carries its exhibitors so 
triumphantly to places they prove unqualified to fill. In our view, 
many a handsome, applauded speaker has a poor, that is, a very 
unmeaning and inefficient delivery; and for the best reason in the 
world, that his delivery is not actuated by original, powerful, and im- 
pressive thought. ‘Those assemblies too, who fix their admiring gaze 
upon the fleeting wonder of the day, and whose pride it is to be loud- 
est in the general acclamation, show, by the bubbling vanity of their 
own minds, that they have been filled only with the wind. 

While, therefore, we cannot value many who are applauded as 
handsome orators, we do heartily approve and love our author, 
and esteem hisexcellent discourses, his unaffected pathos, his just sen- 
timents, his affectionate earnestness, his efficient delivery, as‘above all 
comparison with the oratory of the:many ephemerals who, within 
our short memory have been admired—neglected—forgotten. 

With these views, we most affectionately congratulate our author 
on his recovery from a long and dangerous illness, and greet his re- 
turn to his useful labours from the pulpit and the prees. Long may 
he live to exemplify the advice and exhortation urged in the Sermon 
and address before us. 

Under the third head of his discourse, which is founded on Isaiah, 
Ixii.6. * I have-set ny oe ol &c. after having quoted the apostle’s 
address to the elders of Ephesus, the Dr. proceeds : 


Ah! brethren and fathers, partakers of the heavenly calling, can we appeal to our 
consciences and our final Judge, in language of equal confidence that we have 


watched for the salvation of the souls committed to our trust? Are the walls of 


our studies witnesses to our diligence in “ searching to find out acceptable words,”’ 
and our importunity with the Spirit of all grace that he would afterwards give 
them efficacy ? Are the walls of their dwellings witnesses that from year to year, 
we have gone around as he did, “ from house to house, reproving, and rebuking, 
and exhorting ?” Are the walls of our sanctuaries witnesses that from sabbath to 
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sabbath we have urged upon our hearers, without discrimination of condition or cha- 
racter, the necessity of “* working out their salvation,” of being ‘‘ boru of the Spirit,” 
and of “ following after holiness, without which no man can see the Lord ?” With a 
becoming earnestness have we addressed their fears by the terrors of approaching 
wrath, and made our appeal to their hopes by exhibiting the joys and glories of 
heaven? Who of us have thus watched day after day, week after week, month af- 
ter month, year after year, for souls, as those who expect lo give an account ?—pp. 
17, 18. 


The following paragraph adds great force to these expostulations : 


I can now speak with new emotions on the importance of redeeming every 
moment of our time in “ fulfilling our ministry by testifying the gospel of the grace 
of God.” In the sovereign pleasure of my Master, I have recently been visited with 
sore affliction, and, as the hours rolled tediously along, was led alternately to review 
the past and contemplate the future. How often when chastened with pain upon my 
bed, and tottering as to human appearance on the verge of both worlds, did I re- 
coilect opportunities of usefulness gone, gone irrecoverably! How often did my 
imagination bring to view this family in my charge which might have been more 
frequently visited and carefully instructed, that sinner who might have been more 
faithfully forwarned of a judgment to come, and that anxious inquirer who might 
have been directed with greater affection to the bleeding Lamb for pardon and 
peace. None can conceive the fearful responsibility which rests on the conscience 
of the gospel minister when he is brought in apprehension to the tribunal of his 
Judge, and sees immortal beings pass in review to their unalterable destiny, many 
of them perhaps unprepared, and as they are hurried off to the abodes of despair 
charging their perdition to his unfaithfulness and sloth. O that L could hereafter 
select my text, and study my sermon, and pray for my people inthe Holy 
Ghost, and ‘‘ watch” for their conversion, and “ long over them in the bowels of 
our Lord Jesus Christ,’ and preach to them, “‘ in season and out of season, his un- 
searchable riches,” with the same unaffected solicitude which I felt in the prospect 
of rendering “ an account of my stewardship.’’-—p 19. 


We add to these extracts the following striking remark on unity : 


The unity of the church does not consist in the attachment of all its members 
to the same visible communion. It rather consists in the recognition of each other 
as brethren and sisters in the same spiritual family; iv cherishing reciprocal affec- 
tion ; in esteeming others better than ourselves ; in interchanging offices of kind- 
ness ; in ministering to the temporal aud spiritual comfort of each other, and walk- 
ing together, as opportunity offers, in all commandments and ordinances of Jehovah, 
Two professors may appertain to different sections of the visible church, and yet 
by loving one another, by forbearing with the imperfections of each her, by 
mingling occasionally in the exercises of divine worship, private and public, 
nfust be considered in the most emphatic sense, as ‘‘ keeping the unity of the spirit 
in the bond of peace ;” and two professors may be connected with the same visible 
communion, and yet be alienated in heart, be sundered in their interests and aims, 
be defaming each other, and thus be chargeable with rending the mystical body 
of Christ. The bond of unioa to the former professors is the Holy Spirit, the 
Spirit of Jesus the HEAD, who dwells in his living members, of all countries and 
ages, enlightening and sanctifying, and supporting them, and is lasting as eternity ; 
to the latter, the only bond of union is the ecclesiastical pale which encloses them, 
and may be dissolved by the accident of &n hour.—pp. 21, 22. 


We shall now quote a few passages on the same subject, drawn 
from other quarters, not merely to show a kind and friendly disposi- 
tion in the representatives of four different denominations, but to 
show how many are making the discovery of a mystery, which for 
many ages had not been made known—and indeed was as great a mys- 
tery as was, in still earlier ages, the predicted union of the Gentiles 
with the Jews. Time brought to light in the days of the Apostles a 
mystery hidden for ages—-and the Gentiles became the children of 
Vor. IX. 10 
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Abraham by love and faith—without circumcision—without sacrifice 
—without offerings—as unexpectedly as gloriously. So now, each 
denomination has had the mystery of Curistian Union concealed 
from its prejudiced eye ; each has expected, eventually, to embosom 
in her pale allthe rest: but now each begins to apprehend that mys- 
terious union in which men agree to differ. 

The Rev. William Ward, of the Serampore Baptist Mission, in one 
of his ‘* Farewell Letters,” addressed to a distinguished member of 
the Methodist Church in England, says : 


I am more than ever anxious, my dear sir, to know no man after his sect, to 
know no man as an independent, an episcopalian, a presbyterian, a methodist, or 
a baptist. I would say of every one who wears the image of Christ, and who con- 
tributes to the improvement of the spiritual desert which surrounds him, and of 
no one else, the “ same is my brother, and my sister, and mother.”” What a sad 
thing, sir, that while our Lord Jesus Christ loves his people because they bear 
his image, the cause of our attachment should be, that they belong to us. I am 
told that some episcopalians have offered the following apology for not engaging 
in foreign missions: It is unnecessary for us to spend our strength in this work ; 
all must come to us at last. I hear another say, I pray for the success of those 
who are ordained by “ the laying on of the hands of the presbytery.” A method- 
ist is too apt to conclude, that almost all the energy of piety in the world is in his 
connexion. Another sect finds every body of professing christians so corrupt, that 
they cannot give aid to any of them. The baptist, as he walks through a town, 
points to the churches and chapels, and says to his friend, “ All these are to be- 
come baptist meeting-houses : Jesus Christ and his apostles were all baptists.” Now, 
we see at present the kingdom of Christ given to none of these exclusively ; and 
all will be disappointed ; and yet not one atom of truth will be lost ; not one atom 
of error will be spared. The world is not to be conquered by our favourite senti- 
ments, but by the spirit or mind of Jesus Christ in us: “ the kingdom is to be giv- 
en to the saints of the Most High.” —pp.169, 170. 


And again, 

The world is to be conquered neither by argument, nor by popular talents, 
but by Carist (the Christ on Calvary) 1n us—by the energy of piety, of chris- 
tian philanthropy, that pities, that weeps, that plunges into the thickest danger for 
the rescue of the sinking. Does any sect wish to engross to itself the work of re- 


novating the world, the only way is to engross all the vital godliness in the world; 
and then it will succeed: the Saviour “ seeketh such to serve him.” 


An English independent, the Rev. William Jay, of Bath, who is 
well known in this country as the author of some excellent sermons, 


and a volume of prayers——in his remarks on the narrative of the 
Rev. Johu Clark, observes : 


** As the subjects of divine grace, under all the denominations that distinguish 
us, we belong to one family ; and are, therefore, much more intimately related, 
than the votaries of any party can be united. If I ama real Christian, whether an 
episcopalian, a dissenter, or a methodist, I am your brother in the highest sense 
God himself can affix to the term : hence you are not at liberty to determine how 
you shall feel and behave towards me; you are bound to love me; and without 
this love, your religion is a dream. 


—If God has promised unity among his own followers, we have reason to be- 


lieve that it has been accomplished. But we see men equally led by the spirit of 


God, and devoted to his will, differing from each other on numberless subjects. So 
it always hasbeen. And so it always will be. Religion is not injured by it: nor 
has the Scripture spoken in vain. It never intended any thing more than unity 
with variety ; an accordance in great things, and difference in little ones. If com- 
munities or individuals pursue an uniformity of opinions, ceremonies, discipline, 
, forms and modes of worship, they are first seeking that which is impossible: for 
the attempt has been fairly made, and has proved useless ; men may as well be 
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constrained or persuaded into an uniformity of stature—of complexion—of*tem- 
per. And secondly, they are seeking after that which would be unprofitable. The 
advantage lies in the present state of things. ‘The cultivation of such dispositions, 
and the practice of such duties, as the exercise of humility, forbearance, self-denial, 
eandour, and brotherly love implies, are far more valuable and useful than a dull, 
stagnant conformity of notions or usages.—It is awfully possible for persons to 
be very strenuous about the “ mint, anise, and cummin,” while they neglect “ weigh- 
tier matters of the law ;”" and to contend for the forms of godliness, while they are 
destitute of its power.—pp. 29.’ 31. 


We shall now add but one more extract on Christian unity, and that 
shall be the opinion of aminister of the Episcopal Church, the excel- 
lent John Newton. In the remarks above alluded to, Mr. Jay quotes 
Mr. Newton as follows : 


The true unity of spirit, is derived from the things in which those who are 
taught and born of God agree, and should not be affected by those in which they 
differ. The church of Christ, collectively considered, is an army ; they serve un- 
der one Prince, have one common interest, and are opposed by the same enemies, 
this army is kept up, and the place of those who are daily removed to the church 
triumphant, supplied entirely by those who are rescued and won from the power of 
the adversary, which is chiefly effected by the Gospel ministry. This consideration 
should remind ministers that it is highly improper (I might use a stronger expres- 
sion) to waste much of their time and talents, which ought to be employed against 
the common foe, in opposing those who, though they cannot exactly agree with 
them in every smaller point, are perfectly agreed, and ready to concur with them, 
in promoting their principal design. 

When I see ministers of acknowledged piety and respectable abilities, very 
busy in defending or confuting the smaller differences which already too much 
separate those who ought to be of one heart and of one mind, though, while they 
are fallible, they cannot be exactly of one judgment; I give them credit for their 
good intention, but I cannot help lamenting the misapplication of their zeal, which, 
if directed into another channel, would probably make them much more success- 
ful in converting souls. Let us sound an alarm in the enemy’s camp, but not ia 
our own! 


Our limits oblige us to close this article without any remarks on the 
address to the Theological Students, but we shall select one or two 
passages : . 


Ist. Endeavour hereafter to maintain those habits of application to reading 
and reflection, which I hope you have successfully formed. All the acquirements 
which you haveh itherto made, in your course of study, whether literary or theolo- 
gical, should be considered as constituting merely the foundation ; the superstruc- 
ture you must be gradually rearing up, from year to year, during the whole period 
of your lives. The minister of religion ought to consider himself a student of theolo- 
gy while he continues upon earth ; otherwise the little fund which he has accumu- 
lated in his preparations for public service will soon be exhausted, and instead of 
“ making his profiting manifest to all,” as the apostle admonishes, his barrenness 
will soon become obvious to all, to his own reproach, and the degradation of his 
office, and the injury of that cause which he is expected to advance. No countries 
have been more distinguished for the production of profound and profitable divines 
than Holland and Scotland; and in no countries have the clergy been, perhaps, 
equally distinguished for perseverance in the prosecution of their studies through- 
out life. It was the maxim more especially of the former. 


“ Ut gutta cavat lapidem, non vi, sed sepe cadendo, 
Sic homo fit doctus, non vi, sed sepe legendo.’’—pp. 31. 32. 


With whatever solicitude and success you may aim at the improvement of your 
understandings, by reading, and reflection, and conversation, let not the improve- 
ment of your hearts be neglected. The love of Jesus, “ shed abroad through the 
soul by the Holy Ghost,” correcting your motives, regulating your desires, sancti- 
fving your aims, and animatating to unwearied diligence in the performance of 
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every duty, may be pronounced the radical qualification of the minister of the cress. 
This is the vivifying principle which will diffuse life, and warmth, and energy 
through all your administrations, both private and public. You will generally 
find that it is easy to prepare your discourses in the closet, easy to pray for your 
people, or with them, easy to announce among them, from sabbath to sabbath, the 
message of salvation, easy to “‘ exhort them from house to house,” easy to catechise, 
easy to visit the afflicted and disconsolate, “ pouring in the oi] and wine,” when 
like the prophet you are “ strong through the’ Spirit Jehovah,” giving expansion to 
all your gifts and graces. It is only when religion languishes into your own souls 
that you will feel tempted to look on the duties of your vocation and exclaim, “ be- 
hold, what a weariness are they :” flesh and blood cannot endure application thus in- 
tense and unremitting. I am bold to assert that to an ungodly man, or even to a 
godly man who, through the influence of the cares, or pleasures, or pursuits of 
this world, has “ Tost his first love,” misisterial service is the most insupportable 
drudgery ; but to him, who is imbibing from day to day the spirit of that Jesus 
** who went about doing good,” it is an employment easy, and beyond comparison 
the most delightful—pp. 30. 31. 

When employed in preparing your sermons for the congregation, instead of 
secretly consulting what sentiments and manner will most probably amuse their 
fancies, and gratify their curiosity, and secure their applause, be rather expostulat- 
ing with the Lord, the sanctifier, for such truths as he will render effectual for 
their conversion and salvation. When you are summoned by the Lord God of 
gods, to give an account of your stewardship, it will be a miserable consolation to 
recollect, that you had been esteemed as accomplished scholars or polished ora- 
tors; that you had enjoyed the smiles of the gay and the fashionable part of 
the world ; if you are rejected by the Judge as unprofitable servants, and the 
blood of your hearers is through eternity crying for vengeance upon your heads. 
I charge ypu, therefore, as you regard your own eternai peace, or the peace of 
souls committed to your care, not “ to preach yourselves,” by an affectation of 
elegance of diction, or false refinement of sentiment, which, while they may 
dazzle with their external glare, are not calculated either to convince or convert 
or edify: but rather “ preach Christ Jesus the Lord,” by a solemn exhibition of 
him in his Person, and undertaking, and offices, and salvation.—pp. 34, 35. 


—_—_—_—— 
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Within the bounds of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church; and of the General Asso- 
ciations of Connecticut and Massachusetts, and the General Convention of Vermont, during the 
last year. 

Tue General Assembly in sending to the churches the annual nar- 
rative of the state of religion within their bounds, wish them grace, 
mercy, and peace from God our Father and Jesus Christ our Lord. 

We have much reason to offer our thanksgivings to the Great Head 
of the Church for the many tokens of his love, with which he is vi- 
sited that portion of it, which is in our land, during the past year. 
He has given many convincing proofs, that he has been present with 
the assemblies of his people to bless them, by bestowing upon them 
the sanctifying infleences of his Holy Spirit. Him we acknowledge 
and adore as our Redeemer and head, as the foundation of our hopes 
and the source of all grace, and we ascribe glory and dominion to Him 
that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood. 

But while there are many reasons for thankfulness and rejoicing, 
there is much also to be deplored. 


It is with deep sorrow that the Assembly have heard numerous 
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complaints of lukewarmness and conformity to the world, among pro- 
fessing Christians. The neglect of family prayer, the want of zeal 
for extending the interests of the Redeemer’s kingdom, attachment to 
the world, conformity to its sinful customs and pleasures, and in some 
few instances, dissensions and. backslidings, prove that these complaints 
are but too well founded. Such professors seem to have forgotten 
the deep obligations which they are under, from their own voluntary 
engagements of obedience to God, and from the dying love of Him 
who gave himself for them, to redeem them from all iniquity; that 
the God whom we serve is “‘ a jealous God ;” and that the sins of 
his professing people are peculiarly hateful to him. We affectionately, 
and yet solemnly call upon them to remember from whence they are 
fallen, and to repent and do their first works; to be watchful and 
strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die. 

In some parts of our land, attempts are made to propagate the most 
pernicious errors. With a zeal worthy of a better cause, and under 
lofty pretensions to superior rationality and to deeper discoveries in 
religion, some are endeavouring to take away the crown from the 
Redeemer’s head ; to degrade Him who is the mighty God and the 
prince of life, to a level with mere men, and to rob us of all our hopes 
of redemption through his blood. Pretending, too, a more expanded 
benevolence to man, and more ennobled ideas of the goodness and 
mercy of God, they assiduously propagate the sentiment, that all men 
will ultimately obtain eternal happiness, however sinful their present 
temper and conduct may be, without any regard to the cleansing of 
the blood of atonement, or the sanctifying influences of the Spirit of 
God. Believing that these sentiments are utterly subversive of Gos- 
pel truth and holiness ; that they are alike dishonouring to God, and 
destructive to the present and eternal welfare of men, we cannot but 
affectionately warn you against them. Beware brethren, lest ye also 
being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stead- 
fastness. Cherish an ardent attachment to the truth which is accord- 
ing to godliness: and seek to experience in your own souls its sancti- 
fying influence. 

The gross vices of intemperance, profane swearing, Sabbath break- 
ing and gambling, still extensively exist. The excessive use of spi- 
rituous liquors continues to produce the most deplorable effects, and 
threatens still greater injury. That such crimes should any where 
exist, is matter of astonishment and sorrow. They prove that man 
has deeply apostatized from God: and that our nature is both de- 
graded and depraved. 

But there is one subject to which the Assembly advert with the most 
painful feelings. Vast sections of our country, particularly our frontiers, 
are destitute of the stated means of grace, and are loudly calling upon us 
in the words of the man of Macedonia, come over and help us. 

In the Presbytery of Niagara, which consists of twenty-six congrega- 
tions, there are but four which have pastors. In the presbytery of Ge- 
nessee, which cousists of nineteen congregations, two only have pastors, 
and of these two, but one enjoys the stated preaching of the gospel more 
than half the time. In the presbytery of Bath, the churches are few, an ! 
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most of them feeble and destitute of the ministry of the word. There 
are but six ministers in nearly as many counties. Multitudes are evi- 
dently living without God in the world, and paying not even an outward 
respect to the institutions of the gospel. In many families the Scriptures 
are not to be found, and in too many instances, little or no desire 
is showr. to possess them. In many places no meetings for the public 
worship of God are held; and in many others such meetings are thinly 
attended. In the Presbytery of Champlain, many towns are destitute of 
a preached gospel and church privileges; and in the Presbytery of Sus- 
quehanna, which spreads over an extensive country, among twenty-six 
congregations, which are widely scatiered, there are but ten ministers. 
Of twenty-nine congregations, which belong to the Presbytery of Erie, 
twenty-one are destitute of a stated ministry ; and of thirty-three congre- 
gations which belong to the presbytery of Louisville, more than half are in 
the same destitute condition. In the presbytery of Union, two or three 
times the present number of ministers are needed, to supply the spiritual 
wants of that portion of our Church. In the Presbytery of Grand River, 
which consists of twenty-nine congregations, there are but twelve ministers. 
The Presbytery of West Tennessee, which spreads over a large tract of 
country, and embraces within) its bounds a population of 310,000 inha- 
bitants, has only fourteen ministers belonging to it; and there is not a 
single licentiate within their bounds. The few missionaries who have 
passed through this region have been well received, and much solicitude 
is manifested by the people to obtain the labours of a zealous and enlight- 
ened ministry. That section of our church which is contained within the 
bounds of the Presbyteries of Missouri and Mississippi, loudly calls for 
the attention of the Christian public. The Presbytery of Missouri ex- 
tends over a country nearly 300 miles square, and contains upwards of 
120,000 inhabitants: and much of it is still a moral waste. Thousands 
are crying for the bread of life ; and there is reason to believe that many 
new churches might be formed, if there were a sufficient number of faith- 
ful and devoted ministers. The Presbytery of Mississippi, too, covers a 
vast extent of country, embracing the two states of Mississippi and Loui- 
siana, the population of which must considerably exceed 200,000 souls. 
Though covering such a vast extent of country, and embracing so large a 
population, only eight ministers helong to it, and only four licentiates are 
under itscare. Several towns of importance which are rapidly increas- 
ing in population and wealth, present most interesting stations for mis- 
sionary labours. Among these, New Orleans deserves to be particularly 
mentioned, as presenting a field for exertions truly astonishing for mag- 
nitude, interest, and difficulty. It contains 46,000 inhabitants, and is 
annually growing in resources of all kinds. The short ministry of Mr. 
Larned we have reason to believe was very useful, and while we affec- 
tionately sympathize with the congregation in that city, on the loss of 
their late esteemed pastor, we offer our prayers to God, that he would 
speedily bestow on them another faithful pastor to supply his place. 
The Presbytery of Georgia, which extends over more than half the state 
of Georgia, and consists of but eight ministers; and the Presbytery of 
Concord, contain within their bounds extensive tracts of country, where 
the ordinances and institutions of religion are hardly known. 
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In most of these destitute parts of our country, pernicious errors are 
assiduously and successfully propagated ; and in allof them gross immo- 
ralities abound. Removed from the benign influence of the gospel of Jesus, 
without its powerful restraints, destitute of Sabbaths and Sanctuariesfun- 
checked by the solemn admonitions, and uncheered by the glorious hbpes 
of the gospel, multitudes there live in sin and die in impenitence. Sel- 
dom does the herald of salvation raise his inviting voice among them, and 
seldom do the sounds of prayer and praise ascend as grateful offerings to 
heaven. And these are our brethren; bone of our bones, and flesh of 
our flesh ; many of their fathers worshipped with our fathers in the same 
Sauctuary, and with many of them we have gone up to the house of God. 
Surely their claims upon our Christian liberality are peculiarly strong : 
and we cannot suffer their earnest requests that we would send them the 
word of life, to be refused. 

It is truly gratifying to learn, that a very earnest desire is felt, and a 
laudable zeal shown, to obtain the gospel ministry in these destitute parts 
of our land. Many of the followers of Jesus offer up to him their fervent 
prayers, that he would send among them faithful labourers ; and Sabbath 
day schools, and Missionary, and Education Societies, have been in some 
places established. In some instances, the destitute congregations perse- 
vere in maintaining public worship: and there is an increasing attention 
to the means of grace. We have heard, too, with pleasure, that in many 
of these destitute parts of our land, ministers have frequently gone forth 
in company, two or three at a time, and preached and visited, and God 
has greatly blessed their labours. 

But, we turn to contemplate more pleasing subjects. It cannot but be 
gratifying to the friends of the Redeemer’s kingdom, to learn that with 
few exceptions, the statements which we have received from the differ- 
ent Presbyteries, represent the interests of religion to be on the increase. 

Infidelity is scarcely any where openly professed. The churches are 
generally walking in peace. There is generally an increased attention 
to the public ordinances of worship; and many new congregations have 
been organized, and new churches erected throughout our country. Se- 
veral of these have been built in regions where but ashort time since was 
nothing but a waste wilderness, uninhabited by civilized man. 

The monthly concert for prayer is generally observed. Bible classes 
and the catechetical instruction of youth, are still continued with the most 
beneficial effects. Baptized children with their parents, have in many 
instances been convened, and reminded of the solemn obligations impos- 
ed upon them, by the baptismal convenant. Praying Societies are very 
generally established. Sabbath day Schools are numerous and flourishing, 
and thousands of youth who probably would otherwise have grown up 
ignorant and vicious, have by means of these institutions been instructed, 
and fitted to make useful members of society. 

_ Liberal patronage has been generally exteuded to the various benevolent 
and pious institutions, whichare established within our bounds, and many 
Missionary, and Education, and Bible Societies are flourishing. It has 
given the Assembly unfeigned joy, to hear of the very flourishing condi- 
tion, and the increasing prosperity of the American Bible Society. Dur- 

ing the past year a considerable addition has been made, both to its funds, 
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and to the number of auxiliary societies connected with it. We offer 
our fervent prayers that the blessing of the God of heaven may rest upon 
it. Several societies for the education of poor and pious youth, who 
havé the gospel ministry’ in view, have been established during the last 
yeaf; and the churches appear in some degree to be awaking to a sense 
of the importance of this subject. 

It is with pleasure that we notice the formation of several Missionary 
Associations of young men. The Young Men’s Missionary Society at 
Richmond, is entitled to particular notice. During the last year they 
have employed eight missionaries, and have expended in their support 
about one thousand dollars. 

The students in the University of North Carolina, who are members 
of the Dialectic Society, have generously engaged to contribute ¢250, 
payable in five years, towards endowing a professorship in the ‘Theo- 
logical Seminary at Princeton. It deserves also to be mentioned, that 
several children in the Island of Ceylon and in other places, are clothed, 
and fed, and instructed by the contributions of pious females, residing 
within our bouuds. 

From the report of the Board of Missions, the assembly are gratified 
to learn, that the missionary concerns of our church, appear to be crown- 
ed with the blessing of God. ‘The number of missionaries is increasing, 
though by no means sufficiently to meet the growing demands of a rapid- 
ly increasing population. Our Seminary at Princeton is yearly furnish- 
ing valuable missionaries, whose labours are received with gratitude, and 
accompanied with a blessing. Under these circumstances it is hoped 
that the churches will not fail to take up annual contributions for the 
missionary fund, to the application of which the Presbyterian interest is 
so much indebted. 

It is also gratifying to learn that God still blesses with the influences 
of his Spirit several of our colleges. Hamilton college has about 100 
students, a majority of whom are pious. Union College has about 240 
students, and of these about 70 are hopefully pious. 

But we have not only to rejoice in the general increase of the interests 
of religion, there are also special reasons for thankfulness. On many of 
our congregations God has been pleased to pour out his Spirit, and to 
grant them times of revival and refreshing. 

[The narrative enumerates the places which have been especially fa- 
voured with revivals, and remarks that, with very few exceptions the sub- 
jects of these revivals continue steadfast in the faith, and attentive to the 
duties of religion. | 

The same benign effects which have attended past revivals, have at- 
tended these. Professing Christians have been awakened to zeal and de- 
votedness to the cause of Christ. And though the operations of the Holy 
Spirit, on the minds of sinners, have been’ diversified, yet, generally, they 
have felt deep and pungent convictions of sin, accompanied which a sense 
of their undone condition as transgressors of the divine law, aad a disco- 
very that salvation can be found only in Christ. Deep silence has pre- 
vailed in the religious assemblies. 

This blessed work has been confined to no particular age or sex, or 
class of society. Blooming youth and hoary age; the child seven years 
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old, and the sinner weighed down with the sins of threescore years and 
ten, the infidel, the profane, and the mere moralist, have all been brought 
to a sense of their lost condition ; have been made to bow to the sceptre of 
the Prince of Life; have sought salvation from his hands, as his free gift, 
and, we trust, have found deliverance to-their souls, through his peace- 
speaking blood. 

Among the means which God, in his sovereign good pleasure, has 
blessed, to the producing of these blessed effects, special prayer, on the 
part of his people, deserves first to be mentioned. In many congregations, 
particular days have been set apart for fasting and prayer. Concerts for 
prayer have been held by private Christians, and they have frequently 
met in religious societies at the rising of the sun. 

Pastoral visitation from house to house, and, also, visitations by private 
Christians, with personal conversation on the concerns of eternity, have 
been greatly blessed. 

In the preaching of the word, the spirituality of God’s law, and its 
tremendous curse denounced on sin, have been explained and pressed on 
the consciences of sinners; they have been warned of their inability to 
work out a justifying righteousness of their own, and have been solemnly 
exhorted to immediate repentance and faith in Christ. 

The fruits of these revivals have been exhibited in the moral reformation 
produced in the lives of those who have been their subjects; and in an 
increase of the spirit of prayer, and of liberality in the support of the 
gospel. 

From the Geveral Association of Connecticut, we learn, that the 
churches in that state, are not only gathering the fruits of the late exten- 
sive revivals, but, that the Lord is mercifully extending his work of grace 
to many other congregations. A large proportion of the members of 
the mission school, at Cornwall, give good evidence of piety, and the es- 
tablishment answers the most sanguine expectations of its founders and 
friends. Arrangements are making for the extension of the Theolo- 
gical department of Yale College, with hopeful prospects of success. 

From the Genera! Association of Massachusetts, we learn, that there is 
much reason for thankfulsess on account of the manifestations of the di- 
vine presence and blessing. ‘There have been, in that part of our country, 
great revivals of religion in the county of Berkshire. More than 300 
young men have been assisted in obtaining an education, by the Ameri- 
can Education Society, since its commencement. A missionary spirit is 
much increased, and in Plymouth and Norfolk counties, a Palestine 
Missionary Society is established, which supports a missionary to the 
Holy Land. The Andover Institution still flourishes, and contains 132 
students. 

From the General Convention of Vermont, we learn, that the interests 
of the Redeemer’s kingdom are greatly on the increase in that State. Ie 
is true, the want ef faithful pastors is felt, Of 171 Churches, connected 
with the Convention, near half are vacant. Still the cause of religion 
is advancing. Through the past year there have been great and power- 
ful revivals, in 50 towns, in each of which from 15 to 200 persons have 
been received into the churches. These revivals still continue in many 
places. Itis supposed that about 2500 persons have joined the churches 
during the past year. In Middlebury College there has been a reviya! 
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among the students, and two-thirds of their number are hopefully pious. 
The spirit of missions is increasing in the state. Education societies, are 
also formed, and one of these societies, in two years, afforded assistance 
to 40 young men. 

We have heard, with pleasure, of the exertions which are made in 
many of our cities, to promote the spiritual welfare of Seamen, and of 
the success which has attended these exertions. Places of worship for 
mariners, are opened in severai of eur seaport towns, and both mariners 
themselves and their families have received great benefit from attending 
the public ordinances of the gospel. ‘The assembly recommends to the 
ministers and members of our churches, to encourage and promote these 
useful institutions. 

The Theological Seminary at Princeton, continues to enjoy the smiles 
of the great Head of the Church. A missionary spirit is diffused among 
the students, and a few have already devoted themselves to the labours 
and privations of a foreign mission. ‘The churches are already enjoying 
the fruits of this most important institution. The ‘Theological Seminary, 
at Auburn, under the care of the Synod of Geneva, is flourishing ; and ef- 
forts are also making, with encouraging prospects, to establish Theolo- 
gical Seminaries in other parts of our country. 

The Assembly sincerely congratulates the churches, under its care, on 
the recent union which has been completed between the Presbyterian and 
the Associate Reformed Churches. We cannot but cherish the hope 
that this union will be productive of the most beneficial effects, and that 
the great Head of the Church will bless it to the promotion of the interests 
of his kingdom. 

On the whole, the review of the past year is calculated to awaken the 
most lively sensations of gratitude, to the great Head of the Church, for 
the blessings which he has bestowed upon it, and to excite us to more 
zeal and devotedness in his service. We rejoice in the spread of the 
gospel. He shall have dominion from sea to sea, and from the river 
unto the ends of the earth. Reviewing his mercies to his Church in our 
land, we are constrained to offer to him our devout praises. Blessed be 
the Lord God, the God of Israel, who only doeth wondrous things, and 
blessed be his glorious name for ever ; and let the whole earth be filled 
with his glory AMEN AND AMEN. 

Published by order of the General Assembly 

Attest, WILLIAM NEILL, Stated Clerk. 

Philadelphia, May, 1822. 
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UNITED DOMESTIC MISSIONARY SOCIETY—Appress or 


THe Directors. 


To the Christian Public. 


BretHren—lt is our privilege to see the day, when Christians of 
different communions are beginning practically to recognize their ob- 
ligations to preach the gospel to every creature. It is now under- 
stood, that the command which the blessed Saviour gave his disciples 
to this effect, was not meant to be limited to them, nor to their con- 
temporary fellow-labourers and immediate successors, but that it has 
rested upon the church through every subsequent age, and now rests 
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upon protestant Christians, in all the freshness of its first autMority. 
The spiritual circumstances of the great majority of mankind, and 
especially the entreaties for Christian instruction, which are heard 
from every quarter of the world, have penetrated the hearts, antl 
opened the hands, of the benevolent and pious. Maultitudes of de- 
voted youth are now either coming up to the help of the Lord against 
the mighty, or are in a course of diligent preparation for his service. 
The holy enterprize will go forward, until the waters of life shall 
flow to every land, and * all flesh shall see the salvation of God.”’ 

But the command, to preach the gospel to every creature, does not 
claim our prayers and religious charities exclasively for the pagan 
world: within the bounds of this highly favoured country, there are 
not only many infant churches and congregations, which have need of 
immediate encouragement and assistance in supporting Christian ordi- 
nances, but innumerable villages, and newly settled districts, which 
have never enjoyed then. Every year serves to disclose, if not to 
augment, the spiritual wants of our new settlements. Unless some- 
thing of a more efficient character, and upon a broader scale, be at- 
tempted on behalf of the waste places of Zion, and of our brethren 
in the interior, we must expect to see some of the fairest portions of 
the country become a prey to infidelity and vice. 

It should be acknowledged, to the honour of our holy religion, that 
the churches have not been altogether indifferent to this momentous 
subject. Many of you have doubtless contributed liberally and often, 
to provide the means of instruction to the destitute. A considerable 
number of missionary associations have been formed in different 
places, which have sent into the field many faithful servants of 
Christ. We have observed these well-timed charities, and seen 
their cheering results, in the formation of numerous churches, and 
the revival of pure religion, inalmost every direction. Still it must 
be added, that too many of these benevolent exertions, have proved 
desultory and ephemeral ; and all have, in some measure, failed of 
their proper influence, from want of concert among those engaged in 
the work of missions. While some destitute regions have been re- 
gularly visited by missionaries of different societies, others, equally 
in want of missionary aid, have been passed by, and suffered to re- 
main unexplored. ‘The Christian public at large is, at this moment, 
almost wholly ignorant of the moral condition of some portions of the 
western country. Nor is it reasonable to expect, that a complete 
survey should be made even of the moral wastes in a single state, 
except under the auspices of a general* missionary society. Much 
less can it be expected that any, but such a society, will be able to 
apportion the missionary services actually bestowed, to the religious 
wants of the people. 

The formation of such a society was also called for, as a measure 
admirably calculated to excite a fresh, and more extensive interest 
in the cause of domestic missions. The .way is thus prepared for 
circulating widely important information on the subject, making the 
most effectual appeals to the charitable, and forming the greatest 
number of efficient auxiliary associations. !iis clearly possible that, 
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by uniting in this one enterprize every church and congregation of 
our communions, we should pervade all these destitute places, and 
eventually supply every section of the country with the preached 
word. 

It would be easy to expatiate upon the principles of the constitu- 
tion, as providing forthe most efficient co-operation of all the branches 
of this society, at the same time that it secures to the auxiliaries 
every privilege in regard to the application of their funds. 

We might dwell on the advantages likely to flow from adopting an 
uniform system of missionary operations, as well as from concentrat- 
ing in one great institution, the information, practical wisdom, and 
active talents, which must command the confidence and patronage of 
the public. It is delightful, and encouraging to every friend of mis- 
sions, to believe, that it will also unite, on its behalf, the prayers of 
many who do not plead in vain with Israel’s God. But these circum- 
stances are too obvious to have escaped your thoughts. ‘The per- 
fect harmony of the Convention on all these points, admonishes us 
not to occupy your time with unnecessary arguments and illus- 
trations. 

It then remains, that in the spirit of Christian philanthropy, and 
with entire reliance on divine grace, we make a vigorous experiment 
of what can be effected for the destitute in our land. Our encou- 
ragement to do this, is as great and precious as Christ’s promise, 
** Lo, | am with you alway, even to the end of the world,” is une- 
quivocal and sure. It is as much our privilege, as it is our bounden 
duty, to proceed in this labour of love. The Saviour has said, ** it 
is more blessed to give than to receive ;” and we are elsewhere as- 
sured, that ‘* he that watereth shall be watered also himself.’”’ With 
this gracious promise, the providence of God to his visible church is 
observed remarkably to accord. He has ever imparted the most 
desirable prosperity, the greatest measure of divine influence, to those 
communions and churches which have been peculiarly active in dis- 
seminating his Gospel. In this country, particularly, the churches 
have been watered in proportion to their missionary efforts. ‘Were 
they all to unite their supplications and zealous endeavours in this 
cause, he would doubtless pour out upon them an abundant blessing ; 
a little one would become a thousand, and a strong one a mighty 
nation. 

In this confidence, the Directors make their appeal to the Chris- 
tian public, on behalf of that glorious Gospel, which was never meant 
to be restricted to any one nation or class of society, but was intrust- 
ed to the church militant, to be propagated throughout the whole 
world ; on behalf of the destitute sections of our own country, of 
the dwellers in the new settlements, the emigrants from,our cities, 
our churches, and our domestic altars, who now desire in vain the 
Christian privileges which they once enjoyed; on behalf of multi- 
tudes of precious souls descending to perdition through lack of know- 
ledge ; and of other and still greater multitudes, who will come after 
them, and be educated in the ways of holiness, or of sin, according 
ns we either espouse or neglect the cause of domestic missions ; on 
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behalf, dear brethren, of your own communions and churches, whose 
zeal in this pious work will never be overlooked, nor suffered to pass 
unrewarded. We could indeed multiply arguments on this moment- 
ous topic. God forbid that any considerations of interest, any sec- 
tarian prejudices, or local jealousy, and, above all, any unfeeling in- 
difference to the circumstances of thousands of our countrymen, 
without hope, and without God in the world ; should close our ears 
and our hearts against the earnest cry from the destitute, ‘* Give 
unto usthe bread of heaven, that we may live; and send us faithful 
ministers of the Lord Jesus, who shall guide us in the way which our 
fathers trod, that we may hereafter enter with them into rest.” 

The Directors would earnestly commend the cause of the Society 
to the benevolence of the friends of missions, and entreat their active 
co-operation in the formation of Auxiliary Societies, communicating 
information, and promoting, by every means, the object of the insti- 
tution. 

FEMALE MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


Tue sixth anniversary of the Female Missionary Society for the poor in this 
city, was held im the Brick Presbyterian Chureh on the 12th inst. at half past 4 
o'clock, P. M. The Rev. Dr. Spring commenced the exercises with prayer, and 
then read the Report of the Directors. The Rev. William Gray, the Society's 
Missionary, read his annual report, and the Rev. Dr. Spring, Rev. Samuel H. 
Cox, Rev. E. W. Baldwin, Rev. John Truair, Rev. John H. Rice, D. D. of Rich- 
mond, Virginia, and the Rev. Mr. Stockton, addressed the meeting. The latter 
gentleman offered the concluding prayer, and the Rev. Mr. Baldwin pronounced 
the benediction. 

There were nearly 200 ladies and several gentlemen present, and the exercises 
were rendered peculiarly interesting on account of the suggestion made in the 
Report, and followed up by some of the gentlemen who spoke, that the cause of 
the Society’s failure was owing to the location of the Church; and that the only 
plan which would promise success was the removal of it, or the erection of a new 
one in some neighbouring street. 

To these opinions we cannot subscribe: and we believe it will be easily shown 
that the zeal and perseverance of this Society have been crowned with as great 
success as any similar efforts: if this be true, there can be no reason for removing 
the Church. But if there has been a failure we would inquire, with one of the 
Rev. Gentlemen who addressed the meeting, whether the cause of it may not be 
found somewhere else. We have not room for further remarks on the subject at 
present, and shall conclude by informing our readers that the Society need some 
pecuniary aid to fulfil their present engagements, which we hope will be immedi- 
ately supplied. The Report shall be noticed in our next. 


Obituary, 
OF PROFESSOR FISHER. 


Me. Eprror—While I sympathize in common with many others, 
with the friends and relatives of those who found a watery grave in the 
Albion I must be permitted to distinguish the loss of one on board, as 
asevere public calamity. Professor Fisher, of Yale College, was a 
young man of rare talents and great promise. He was the oldest child 
of Mr. Caleb Fisher, a respectable farmer of the town of Franklin, in 
Massachusetts. His early years were marked by an uncommon thirst 
for literary acquisition. With few exterior accomplishments, except the 
gracefulness of youthful integrity and industry, to ensure the partiality 
of his teachers and acquaintance, he never failed of distingushing him- 
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self. His taste for science, induced his parents to give him an acade- 
mical education. He entered Yale College at a tender age, where he 
soon evinced himself equal to the most difficult studies, and graduate? 
in the fall of 1813, inferior in sholarship to no member of his class. 
The following year he passed with his parents at Franklin; and, in the 
latter part of 1814, became a member of the Theological Semivary at 
Andover. It was here that the writer became more intimately acquaint- 
ed with his intellectual resources and moral habits, And he can safely 
affirm, that he was never more impressed with the gigantic powers of 
any man. ‘The genius of Professor Fisher wag hot, however, of that 
popular character, which bursts like a flaming meteor upon the public, 
and attracts our gaze and wonder, by a momentary coruscation. It con- 
sisted rather in a singular aptitude for rapid and profound investigation. 
He was a most industrious as well as successful student. With the ta- 
lent of approaching every subject by a natural and easy method, he 
possessed that of bringing to its elucidation, all the aids that his other 
acquisitions could supply, and a patience of investigation which was 
singular. ‘ He is a bundle of ideas,” said one of his most celebrated 
instructors. And probably few minds have been as exclusively occupied 
as his, with naked thought. 

His election as Professor of Mathematics, in the venerable institution 
at which he graduated, was, in no degree, the result of favouritism. 
He was selected to fill that important station because he was known to 
possess the requisite qualifications. And though he was, at the time, a 
mere youth, and remarkable for a modest, retiring spirit, approaching 
to timidity ; he is understood to have equalled the most sanguine expec- 
tations of the friends and patrons of the institution. Besides faithfully 
discharging the duties of his office, he occasionally employed his pen, 
with much credit to himself, for the public. The writer is unable to 
state precisely how much he furnished for the ‘‘ Christian Spectator,” 
and the “ Journal of Science ;” but he is known to have contributed li- 
berally to both these works. In the latter, his dissertation on “ Musi- 
cal Temperament,” has been considered inthis country, and in Europe, 
a masterly production. 

It would have been unhappy indeed, if sucha mind had not become 
thoroughly satisfied of the reality and ineffable value of personal reli- 
gion. My impression is, that there was a time when he regarded the 
evidences of Christianity with a degree of perplexity and doubt. But 
the result of his investigations was"most decided; and though he never 
made a formal profession of his faith, he has left behind him very con- 
soling evidence, that he was more than a speculative believer in Jesus 
Christ. His public testimony and more private expression of his 
views on this subject, were altogether in favour of the great principles 
of the Reformation. His penetrating mind discovered no force in the 
arguments with which a vain philosophy has dared to assail them. 
Having ranged the entire field of metaphysics and didactic theology, he 
found that he could rest his hopes of fature blessedness on nothing but 
the grace of Almighty God through a crucified Redeemer. Here, it is 
charitably believed, he did actually suffer them to rest. If he did, the 
ocean’s tempest has borne him toa nobler and more happy country, 


than even that te which the Albion was destined. 
AMICUS. 
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He maketh the storm a calm, so that the waves thereof are still. Then are they [sailors} 
glad because they be quiet; so he bringeth them unto their desired haven. Psa/ms. 








SECOND ANNUAL REPORT 
OF THE 


SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING THE GOSPEL AMONG SEAMEN IN THE PORT OF 
NEW-YORK. 


Presented June 4, 1822. 


Tue proceedings of this Society for the last year, have chiefly been 
a continuance of the measures, the adoption of which was announced 
in their former report. And although they have nothing to boast of 
as to the greatness of their exertions, and much to lament on account 
of the backwardness of the commercial public in promoting objects 
so important as those pursued by this Society, yet they are grateful 
to the author of the Gospel, that their efforts to spread it among sea- 
men are not wholly without success ; that they are permitted, to some 
extent, however small, to witness the springing up of the good seed 
which has been sown, producing fruits which they would fain regard 
as the forerunners of a plentiful harvest. 

Before entering into the details of their labours and success, they 
would call the atten¥on of the public to the extraordinary number of 
disasters to ships and those sailing in them, which have occurred dur- 
ing the past year. Our own coasts have been visited with tempests 
of a most destructive character: and many of our seafaring country- 
men have sunk in the ocean under the stabs of pirates. On the coasts 
of Europe an unusual number of shipwrecks has taken place, accom- 
panied with scenes of distress and death, calculated to excite the deep- 
est feeling. On the coast of Jutland it is-said that, during the past 
winter, more than fifteen hundred dead bodies of those who had suf- 
fered shipwreck had been found: and recently the loss of the Packet 
Ship Albion, Captain Williams, of this port, with more than forty souls, 
many of them known to us in the intercourse of society, some endear- 
ed to us in friendship, some of them seamen who have been indebted 
to the efforts of this Society for the last, perhaps the only offers of the 
Gospel ever made to them, and who have, in our Mariners’ Church, 
either received the knowledge and love of the Redeemer or reject- 
ed the offers of his mercy, has given a melancholy memento to us of 
the importance of our labours and the necessity of renewed zeal and 
activity. ‘The Directors would call the attention of the public to these 
things, not as affording any new proof of the uncertainty of life, or of 
the perilous nature of the employments of those for whom they la- 
hour. or of the importance of communicating the Gospel to those who 
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are so soon to answer their judge for the deeds done in the body ; 
but as instances in which these common, these universally admitted 
but generally neglected truths have been illustrated in the most affect- 
ing manner. And in the light of such reflections as events like these 
ought to excite, the Directors would have the importance both of their 
enterprize and of their success viewed and appreciated. 

The Directors will now proceed to render an account of their la- 
bours, and then meation the success which they have witnessed. 

The Mariners’ Church has been constantly occupied during the 
past year for the purposes for which it waserected It has regularly 
been opened in the forenoon and evening of every Sabbath, for Di- 
vine worship, and the stated preaching of the Gospel. It has also 
been generally opened in the afternoon of every Sabbath, and the 
time occupied in prayer, and in the reading and communicating of 
religious intelligence by members of the board and others. And on 
the Wednesday evening of every week, a lecture and prayer meeting 
for seamen has been held in the room under the Church. 

The Rev. Mr. Chase has continued in the service of the Society, 
affording to our seafaring population such pastoral services as circum- 
stances would permit him to render. He has, besides supplying the 
pulpit on numerous occasions, visited the families of seamen and their 
boarding houses ; has held prayer meetings with them on board of 
ships and on shore ; has distributed among them about eight hundred 
religious tracts, and, when opportunity has offered, he has conversed 
with and advised them on the subject of religion. His services to 
the Society have been of the most valuable nature, and, considering 
the other avocations with which he was loaded by his connexion with 
the Wesleyan Seminary, do honour to his industry and perseverance, 
as welt as to his piety. His useful services are still continued. 

Convinced from experience of the importance of such pastoral ser- 
vices, and of their indispensable necessity for accomplishing, to any 
considerable extent, the purposes of the institution, the Directors, 
although supplied scantily with funds, and embarrassed in their pecu- 
niary condition, considered it a profitable economy to engage a pastor 
who might devote all his time to such duties. 

They had besides in view, the soliciting of funds in various parts 
ef the country for this institution, and found that for this purpose, a 
pastor, who should know from experience the condition of our wants 
and the prospect which our labours afforded, and who should by his 
jntercourse with seamen be warmed with peculiar zeal for their inte- 
rests, seemed to them a necessary acquisition.—They have accord- 
ingly engaged the services of the Rev. Mr. Truair formerly of Cher- 
ry Valley: and they have a pleasure in recording their testimony to 
the zeal and diligence with which the pastoral duties of his station have 
been performed. 

It was not the intention of the Directors, by engaging a stated pastor, 
to have the pulpit wholly supplied by his ministrations. The Catho- 
lic plan on which their institution is founded, and the principles on 
which they endeavour to conduct it, cause them to depend for a sup- 
ply of preaching not merely on the services of a stated pastor, but on 
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tliose of clergymen of various denominations, who would take a part 
in the duty, and for the former part of the year they depended on 
such assistance as the clergy of this city, with the occasional aid which 
the Rev. Mr, Chase could afford, for the supply of the pulpit. But 
the Directors have found, that independent of the absolute necessity 
of having some person stationed in connexion with the Church, to visit 
seamen, and to be visited by them for christian advice and instruction, 
and who might, by personal acquaintance, form an immediate link of 
communication between seamen and this Society, it was useful and ne- 
cessary to have a pastor on whom they might rely for supplying the 
pulpit, instead of being wholly dependent on sources of a precarious 
nature. And that it was necessary, in order to ensure the attendance 
of seamen, that the regularity and constancy of preaching in the 
Church should be depended on. 

The funds of the Society, of which a more particular account will 
hereafter be given, did not admit of their making any encroachment 
on them for compensating the pastor they have engaged. To accom- 
plish this object they have set on foot a subscription for annual pay- 
ments for this purpose, to be in the nature of a separate fund, and have 
made some considerable progress in raising asum for his salary: they 
are however still far from having accomplished their design in this 
respect, and they rely upon the liberality of the commercial and mari- 
time public for their ultimate success in it. 

The Sunday school for the children of seafaring people, has been 
continued under the direction of the Board. The school now consists 
of about eighty children, fifty of whom are females; andthe number of 
female members of the school is increasing. Prayer meetings have been 
held for the children at the houses of their parents; and the Directors 
would greatly rejoice, if by an increase in the number of teachers, they 
could be enabled to carry into effect a contemplated plan of visiting, on 
the local system of Dr. Chalmers. The Directors consider the Sunday 
school as a very important branch of their labours, not only as affect- 
ing the subjects of their instruction, but as tending to connect the pa- 
rents with the objects of the Society, and to give them that interest in 
our plans which is always felt for any design where the welfare of our 
ehildren is connected with it. A species of moral kindred is thus cre- 
ated, which will prove one of the most important auxiliaries to the suc- 
cess of our institution, and connect its stability with the very existence 
of mariners as a class of our population. 

The scantiness of the funds of the Society, and their inadequacy to 
supply even the. existing demands upon them, have prevented any at- 
tempts at the establishment of the weekly school for the gratuitous in- 
struction of adult seamen, formerly contemplated by the Board. 

The Christian Herald and Seaman’s Magazine, continues to be pub- 
lished under the patronage of the Board, and they would earnestly press 
upon the friends of the Society the importance of extending its circula- 
tion. It serves as an avenue by which the plans and the success of the 
Society reach the minds and hearts of the public on shore ; and it ope- 

rates to excite a general feeling in favour of the purposes of the Society 
—effects in which the Bible and Missionary Societies of the present day 
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so abundantly feel the benefits of a religious press. At the same tiie, 
while it answers the same purposes among seamen, it serves to give them 
a general outline of what is going on in the religious and charitable 
world; and supplies them with interesting instruction and information, 
the consideration of which, during the solitary hours of the sailor’s 
watch, will not only aid in elevating his views above sensual pleasures 
and temporal pursuits, but, like the pages of other religious tracts, may 
be used as a means, by the Spirit of Truth, to light the spark or keep 
alive the flame of vital religion. Many important advantages are ac- 
complished by this publication, and the Directors would recommend its 
more extensive circulation as an object of great importance; and they 
would suggest the advantage which might arise, if ships, especially pack- 
ets, were regularly to be provided with a copy at the expense of the 
master or owners. 

During the last year, the Society have printed an edition of fifteen 
hundred copies of the Seamen’s Devotional Assistant, the expense of 
which was in part defrayed by a legacy bequeathed to them by the late 
Mrs, Pearr. The high character which this work had received from the 
frionds of the cause in England, and a consideration that it might in many 
instances, by affording a facility for carrying on worship on board of ships, 
be the means of its being instituted there, and also bea real help to the de- 
votions of pious mariners, were sufficient to induce the Board to adopt this 
measure. Copies of the work are for sale in various places. 

Before going into a detail of the success of their efforts, the Directors 
feel bound briefly to notice those who are auxiliaries in the great labour 
in which they are engaged. The Bethel Union Society and the Marine 
Bible Society are so identified with this institution in the objects of our 
pursuit, and our labours all have so much the same tendency, that it is 
impossible for us to determine to which of them any particular good ef- 
fect is owing; they therefore demand a brief notice on the present oc- 
casion. 

The Bethel Union has proceeded in its useful labours, and has been 
the means of bringing the language of prayer and of religious exhorta- 
tion to the ears of numbers, to whom probably it ever had been, and 
perhaps would otherwise have continued te be, a stranger. Prayer 
meetings have been held during the year in every week, and often for 
several evenings in every week, on bvuard of ships in port, and during 
the winter at the boarding houses of seamen; and they have been at- 
tended generally with larger audiences than had been aniicipated, and 
conducted witha degree of propriety very creditable beth to the audi- 
ences and those by whom the meetings were carried on. 

The Marine Bible Society has continued its useful services in supply- 
ing with Bibles the crews of ships and individual seamen about pro- 
ceeding to sea: it is a matter however of regret, that from the scanti- 
ness of its funds, and other causes, its labours should not have been more 
extensive. 

In proceeding to detail the effects which have attended the labours of 
the Society, it seems proper to advert to one circumstance which ought 
to be taken into view in an estimate of their success. It is, that what- 
ever good effects do palpably appear to our view, yet we may be sure 
that we do not know the whole. The seafaring population on whom 
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our labours are administered, are mostly a transient population: they 
are occasionally present here and then return to their homes in distant 
countries $ or if inhabitants of our city, they go off on the ocean, or to 
foreign climes, and many of them never return. What effect the preach- 
ing of the gospel has on these, no mortal will kuow until it shall be re- 
vealed at the last day: whether it have been the means of washing away 
sin in the blood of a Redeemer, or have stained the suul with wicked- 
ne$s of a deeper dye, none can know until the great Judge shall declare 
it. Yet if we may judge from what we do observe, and if we have rea- 
son to believe from its good effects on some, that others of whom we 
cau Know little are proportionally benefited, we may rest assured that 
we must not rate our success by its apparent extent. 

The Directors have the pleasure to state, that the effects of their la- 
bours have been good, and that to an extent greater than they had ex- 
pected. 

The attendance at the Mariner’s Church has generally been as large as 
that of most of the regular congregations in this city, and much larger 
than that of some of them. And your directors have in severak in- 
stances had the pleasure, when casually over-hearing the conversation of 
seamen in the streets of our city as well as at other times, heard them 
speak in terms of grateful and familiar regard of their chuch, Their 
conduct in the church has with few exceptions been marked with pro- 
priety and earnest attention. 

The attendance at the Bethel prayer meetings .a circumstance inti- 
mately connected as an effect waitlgthe preaching in the church) has ge- 
nerally been respectable both in numbers and conduct. Some seamen 
have engaged actively in the devotional services on such occasions, and 
many have not only freely consented to, but in many instances requested 
Bethel meetings to be held in their boarding houses. The fact of meet- 
ings for prayer being held in seamen’s boarding houses, with the consent 
or at the request of themselves or of the landlords, is no less true than 
it is encouraging to the friends to the promotion of the gospel among 
seamen. Three years ago, what would have been said of a proposal to 
hold a meeting for prayer on board of a ship? what to hold one ata 
sailor’s boarding house? How would the individual have been charac- 
terized as an enthusiast and a visionary, who should have then predicted, 
that at this day such meetings would not only have been held but re- 
quested by seamen and the landiords? And how pleasing and encou- 

raging is the actual state of facts on this subject. Although the plan 
needs further perseverance, yet it seems easy to see, that a beginning 
being made by the keepers of the boarding houses, the example will be 
followed by all who desire to be esteemed re putable in the line of their 
business, or to have the custom of decent orderly seamen, who alone 
can substantially make their business advantageous and agreeable; and 
that orderly boarding houses being thus formed, all ggamen, in like man- 
ner, who desire or hope for comfort and decency in their places of abode, 
or are atall regardful of character, will seek houses of this description ; 

and that the others will be frequented by those and those only who will 
make them dens of the most fierce and debasing passions. Decency, 
order and religious worship being intreduced into the abodes of seamen 
onshore, will be imparted to their ships, and they will eventually as- 
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sume a character, superior, perhaps, to that of any other class in socie- 
ty. If we are charged as sanguine in these hopes, we would justify our- 
selves by saying that a fulfilment of them would be no more than an ad- 
vance proportioned to that which has been made. _ ; 

Several instances have occurred during the year in which seamen have 
professed to have been made the subjects of repentance towards God 
and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, under the meaiis of grace afforded 
through the efforts of this society and its above-mentioned co-operators. 
On several occasions numbers have been affected deeply at the exhibi- 
tion of the truths of the gospel and their connexion with the final allot- 
ment of man. Something it is hoped will be found to have been ef- 
fected in this respect, ‘when all secrets shall be disclosed, and your Di- 
rectors need much to have the duty always present before their eyes, to 
labour so far as may be in their power, that the good thus hoped for may 
be largely accomplished. 

The Directors would conclude this part of their report by stating, 
that generally the character of seamen, within the limit of the operations 
of Christian benevolence, is improved and improving, and that, in their 
belief, a few years will witness a very great alteration in their moral and 
religious condition. 

The Directors, while detailing the situation and success of their own 
labours, are happy to record the perseverance and activity with which 
the objects they have in view are pursued in various parts of their own 
country and abroad. Along the Atlantic coasts almost every consider- 
able place has its Marine Bible SocietPafid its Bethel Union ; and Boston, 
Philadelphia, Charleston and Savannah, have places of stated religious 
worship for seamen, similar in their plans to our own. Bethel prayer 
meetings are held in almost every port, and have been witnessed, as well 
in the infant seaports of Alabama, as the more ancient ones of Massa- 
chusetts, New-York and Pennsylvania. 

Abroad and especially in Great Britain the efforts to meliorate the re- 
ligious condition of seamen are continued with increased ardour. Float- 
ing chapels have been provided in various parts of Great Britain during 

the last year. Bethel meetings are becoming more and more common, 
and seamen are in some places forming themselves into associations for 
procuring the attendance of their fellow-mariners at these religious ser- 
vices ; and indeed every thing seems to manifest an uncommon degree 
of the divine blessing on exertions of this nature. The Bethel Flag has 
also been hoisted at Gibraltar on board of a Buenos Ayres national ship ; 
and having thus taken possession of the key of the Mediterranean, we 
hope ere long to see it waving in triumph in every part of that great ma- 
ritime region. 

With all these topics of congratulation the Directors have cause for 
anxiety in the scantiness of their funds. By the Treasurer’s report it 
will appear, that nething has been done towards paying off the mortgage 
on their building: and such is the state of our subscriptions, and so few 
were and are our annual subscribers, that we have no permanent source 
to which we can look for money to meet the very considerable current 
expenses of the Society, or pay the interest of our debt. The Directors 
thus feel that all that they have done and all that they are projecting for 
the improvement of seamen are out of their power to establish; and 
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that a year might witness the sale of their building and the breaking up 
of all their best planned operations, and this in the midst of a great and 


wealthy commercial city, justly claiming the pre-eminence of all others. 


on the western continent. They would hope, that as the success of the 
Society proves tothe public both the importance and practicability of 
their designs, they will experience a greater share of its liberality and 
munificence. They feel that they have a right to demand of the public 
sufficient funds to carry their important objects into effect. And with 
a belief that the more extensive and vigorous their operations shall be, 
the more willing the public will be to support and encourage them: and 
in reliance on that good Providence which has hitherto carried them 
over every difficulty, for a continuance of its favour, your Directors hope 
to persevere; and to determine, that if they must eventually fail, they 
will suffer themselves rather to be overwhelmed by the extent and mag- 
nitude of their plans, discreetly projected, than to be lost through a ti- 
mid and ineffective policy which shall attract no favour from man and no 
blessing from God. 

(Signed) JONATHAN LITTLE, President. 
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Tuts Society celebrated its anniversary on Tuesday the 4th inst. in 
the Mariner’s Church. Indisposition preventing the attendance of the 
President, the chair was taken by Mr. John Westfield, Vice President, 
at half past seven o’clock, and the exercises were commenced with 
prayer by the Rev. Samuel Nott, junr. Daniel Lord, junr. esq. read 
the annual report (which will be found above) and on motion of the 
Rev. Henry Chase, seconded by Mr. Kgowles Taylor, it was 


Resolved, That the report be accepted, and printed under the direction of the 
Board of Directors. . 


On motion of Thomas Jarman, Esq. seconded by the Rev. John 
Truair, | 


Resolved, That the thanks of this Society be presented to the Rev. Clergy of 
the city and country who have rendered important services to the Society by 
preaching in the Church—to those Merchants who have patronized the Society 
by their countenance and support;—to those Ship Masters, Mates and Seamen, 
who have promoted the objects of the institution, and to all who have given of 
their substance, their labours and their prayers, to spread the Gospel among 
seamen. 


On motion of the Rev. Samuel Nott, jun. seconded by Mr. Elijah 
Pierson, 


Resolved, That this Society view with deep solicitude the perilous occupation 
and neglected condition of Mariners in every part of the world, and especially 
of those who belong to, or visit this port :—That they do most aflectionately and 
earnestly call upon their fellow-citizens in this port and upon Christians genegally, 
to make renewed and vigorous efforts to furnish Seamen immediately with the 
means of having the Gospel preached to them. : 


The Rev, Messrs. Chase and Truair, and Messrs. Taylor and Jar- 
man addressed the meeting and were followed by the Vice President in 
the chair, with a few pertinent remarks. 

The resolutions were passed; a collection was taken up amounting to 
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about seventy dollars; and the meeting was closed with prayer by the 
Rey. Mr. Somers. | 

There was a large number of captains and scamen present, and the 
church was well filled. a 

We hope this report will be extensively read, and that the facts and 
arguments which it contaius will make their due impression on the public 
mind. While it is a subject of congratulation that Christians in othicr 
parts of our country, and of the world, are, in many respects, treading 
the steps of this institution; it is matier of deep regret that in our own 
city the claims of this insiitation upon the Christian public, are not more 
generally felt and more readily met. We should not murmur, or repine. 
but be humbled before God, and call upon the Christian friends of sea- 
men to unite with us in the exercise of more earnest prayer, and more 
zealous and persevering labour to aid the cause of the gospel among 
seamen. 


ORDINATION OF A BRITISH SAILOR. 


Letter from Stephen Prust, Esq. te the Editor of the Seaman’s Magazine, dated 
Bristol, Eng. May 1, 1822. 

My pear Sin—Yesterday the BetHet Frac waved all day atthe mast head o! 
the fine American ship Seine, Captain Erastus Williams, who obligingly spreac 
her awning for the accommodation of a numerous assemblage of Christians of 
various denominations, hercrew and passengers. Several sailors, ministers, and 
perhaps for the first time, a captain in the Royal Navy, Captain Joun Banks, in- 
voked the Divine blessing, safety, and protection for the Captain, officers, crew and 
passengers, on the deck of an American ship, in the most solemn, impressive, and 
affectionate manner—delighting every Christian heart by its appropriate fervour. 
May this commencement be reciprocated by American naval officers, on the decks 
of British ships,” till their only strife shall be—who can show the greatest love for 
souls, and bring the greatest tribute of glory to our adorable Immanuel. 

To day has been a glorious day—a new era in the annals of seamen. Captain 
Anaus, of Newcastle, a fine young man in the prime of life, a man of property, 
who has retired from the sea, studied for the ministry, resided in Germany, Hol- 
land, and France, to acquire the languages fluently, has been set apart as a MIs- 
SIONARYTO SEAMEN. The Rev. Mr. Pyer commenced the truly interesting service, 
by reading the 53d of Isaiah, and giving out the 19th Psalm of Dr. Watts—the 
Rev. Thomas Roberts asked the questions, and received the confession of faith 
from Captain Angus, who gave a detail of his religiqus experience from ten years 
of age, commencing with the prayers and instructions of a pious grand father—his 
trials, temptations, and backslidings, during a career of many years, as appren- 
tice, officer, and captain of a merchant ship, on board a manof war, ina French 
prison, on his march to which a French soldier sold him the remains of a Watt's 
Hynin Book, with which he was lighting his pipe, which was much blessed to him 
in the absence of other means of grace—the slighted counsel and advice of a pious 
elder brother, lost at sea off the Spanish Main; having previously given him seve 
ral religious books, among which was Rev. John Newton's Life and Letters, whici) 
he read with increasing interest, when in the West Indies he heard of his bro- 
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‘her’s death, and which he affectionately recommended his brother sailors to buy 
and read, though they sold a shirl to obiain it. The Rev. T. S. Crisp, offered up an 
admirable Ordination Prayer previous to the laymg on of hands. The venerable 
Dr. Ryland gave a most impressive and catholic-spirited charge from “ The love of 
Christ constraineth us’’—several appropriate hymns were sung,’ and the Rev. Mr. 
Griffiths, missionary from Sierra Leone, concluded with prayer. It was a glorious 
and gratifying season of refreshment from the presence of the Lord, 1 trust, to 
the numerous seamen, ministers, ladies and gentlemen assembled in the Szraman's 
Froating Cuarrt, who could not separate till 9 P. M. 

He intends preaching to seamen all round our extensive seaboard in England, 
Ireland and Scotland; and then visit foreign countries on the same delightful er- 
rand of stirring up Christians to care for the souls of seamen, and that valuable 
class to seek salvation for themselves in the only appointed way through the blood 
of the Lamb. ; 

I could not retire to rest, till I sent you this very harried, imperfect and imade- 
quate sketch of this important ordination of the FrRsT MISSIONARY TO SEAMEN. 

Yours, &c. 


SINGULAR CONVERSION OF A SEAMAN, 
To the Editor of the Seaman’s Magazine. 


Dear Sizr—I doubt not your readers are acquainted with the origia 
of the interesting colony on Pitcairn’s Island. A Jate number of the 
Christian Observer mentions that religious tracts, &c. had been sent to 
them from Calcutta. Since these were probably received, one of our 
whaleships touched at the Island, and the Anglo-natives coming on 
board, began to examine the whalemen about their Christian experi- 
ence. One of them was seized with remorse to think he had lived ina 
Christian land and was unable to answer a single question of these sup- 
posed heathen. He soon after experienced religion, and returned to 
profess his love for Christ, and acknowledge the instruments of his con- 
version. He says they spend a great proportion of their time in prais- 
ing God, and seem to take all their delight in it. O the wisdom and 
grace of God! who could have thought that the outrageous mutiny on 
board the Bounty would be the occasion of raising up a Christian coni- 
munity in the centre of the Pagan world, where, fortified’ by nature 
against all the assaults of persecution, they can send out the Gospel 
through all the region round about, and even promote the salvation of 
our own countrymen. ‘The minister at the Sandwiel Blands is destin- 
ed to exert a powerful influence on the whalemen, and I hope the time 
approaches when they will be converted to Christ. A. M. 

Nantucket, May 22d, 1822. | 


JOURNAL OF THE BETHEL FLAG. 
(Continued from p, 32.) 


Tuesday Evening, May 21, 1822. The Bethel Flag had been fly 
ing all day at the mast head of the ship Empress, Caj:t. Sutton, in the 
Charleston trade, and the Bethel Lantern was hoisted in the evening. 
The exercises were commenced at 8 o’clock, and continued about 
ene honr. ‘Three prayers. and three short addresses, insterspersed 
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with singing, and reading the 53rd chapter of Isaiah, were attended 
to with the greatest seriousness and propriety. A seaman, a hopeful 
subject of the grace of God, (through the instrumentality of these 
meetings within the last few months) gave a simple relation of God’s 
dealings with his soul, and in an affectionate and pathetic manner, 
urged his seafaring brethren present to attend these meetings, by 
which he hoped he had been brought to a knowledge of his state as 
a sinner, and to a view of, and reliance upon, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
as a Friend that loveth at all times, and was especially such in times of 
trouble and distress. ‘There were seventy or eighty seamen and ci- 
tizens present, and all seemed deeply solemn. ‘The Committee are 
much encouraged in their labour, and trust their exertions for poor 
sailors will not be in vain. 

Tuesday 28. This evening the meeting was held on board the ship 
Cinciunatus, Capt. Champlin, in the London trade. The committee 
report that there was a large number present, and the exercises were 
conducted as usual. Rev. Dr. Bates, President of Middlebury College, 
a minister from Virginia, of the Methodist Church, and a member of the 
committee, each addressed the meeting. Mr. Benedict, from Princeton 
College, and two others, engaged in prayer. Great decorum prevailed. 
After the distribution of Tracts a sailor went to the chairman and in- 
formed him that a great change had taken place in his mind within a few 
months; and he appeared so overcome with a sense of the Divine com- 
passion that he could scarcely speak. “Ihe committee feel much en- 
couraged in the prospect of greater usefulness, which lies before them. 

Tuesday, April 16. Bethel meeting held at No. 317 Water-street. 
Thirty seamen present. Two of the men at first appeared trifling, but 
hefore the meeting closed, all were very serious. After appointing a meet- 
ing for the next week at the same place, a sailor said to the chairman, “ I 
do not know whether you are a minister or not, but [ was so well pleas- 
ed with what you said, that I will attend next week and bring you some 
money.” 

On Monday the 10th inst. in the morning, the Bethel Flag was hoist- 
ed on board the brig Phoebe Ann, capt. Holmes; and when evening 
arrived, and the flag could be no longer seen, it was succeeded by a 
light on the topmast head, which announced, what was to be done be- 
low. About eight o’clock a large party of ladies and gentlemen went 
on board, and found an awning on the deck; under which a Bible was 
placed on the nion way, and chairs and seats were placed around 
for the accommodation of visitors, Soon after eight o’clock the service 
was commenced by singing a Hymn, during which sailors flocked on 
board in crowds. One of the committee then offered up a short and 
appropriate prayer, the object of which was to invoke the presence of 
the Holy Spirit on the meeting, aud an especial blessing on our seafar- 
ing brethren. 

This was succeeded by others, who prayed; and by several short 
but solema exhortations of several ministers of the Gospel, of different 
denominations, who assisted in this interesting service; among whom 
was the Rev. Mr. Sewall, of Maine. Upwards of 100 persons were 


present (principally seamen) in the brig and on the shore near it, and 
the most profound attention was paid by all. 





